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Reception- Long Term Approach 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Big Question Who lives in a 

house like this? 

Why is it dark at 

night-time? 

Do you want to 

be an author? 

Is a wizard 

really magical? 

What came first 

– the chicken or 

the egg? 

Why is water wet? 

Understanding 

the world 

Local Area walk 

and map work 

Google maps 

Beebots 

Exploring best 

material to build a 

house with 

Research homes 

around the world 

Ice investigation 

Animal Habitats 

Animals & their 

young 

Looking after 

animals 

Nocturnal animals 

Sorting animals 

Research into the 

moon and moon 

landings 

Bonfire night 

Beebots & map 

work 

Research stars and 

constellations 

Shadows 

Special times at 

home 

 

Beebot map 

work 

Switch zoo app 

Different jobs 

My family 

Chinese New 

year 

Healthy meals 

Ice/jelly 

investigations 

Why do things 

change colour – 

linked to seasons 

Photography 

work 

Research planets 

and earth 

 

Materials 

Royal banquets in 

the past 

Families 

Local area walk 

Animal habitats 

and why they live 

in certain places 

Growth and 

change 

Research castles 

Research mobile 

phones 

Penguin habitats 

David 

Attenborough 

clips 

Life cycle of 

butterfly 

Healthy lifestyles 

Observe 

frogspawn 

Weather 

Planting 

beans/seeds 

Flower 

experiments 

Life cycles 

Eggs/live animals 

Spring 

Trip to the seaside  

Research sea 

creatures 

Explore maps 

Research Titanic 

Research under the 

sea animal habitats 

Seaside research 

and compare to 

Oldham 

Floating & sinking 

How do lighthouses 

work 

How can you 

breathe underwater 

North/South Pole 

Research 

Sun safety 

Seaside in the past 

Map work/google 

earth 

Expressive Arts 

& Design 

Nursery rhymes 

Colour mixing 

Self portraits 

Junk modelling 

Making porridge 

Making sets of 3 

Clay huts 

Sugar cube igloos 

Nursery rhymes 

DT mechanisms 

Den making 

Animal habitats 

Building rockets 

Shaving foam art 

Chalk art 

Feather art 

Nursery rhymes 

Andy 

Goldsworthy 

natural art 

Bark rubbings 

Making potions 

Playdough 

models 

Nursery rhymes 

Junk models 

Colour mixing 

Plaiting/weaving 

Water colours 

Dragon food 

Wool crafts 

Animal habitats 

Nursery rhymes 

Create 3D eggs 

Sock puppets 

Sewing puppets 

Observational 

drawings 

Printing 

Nursery rhymes 

Paper plate crafts 

Under the sea in a 

show box 

Build a boat 

Exploring sounds 

Rock pool art 

Plastic bottle top art 
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Show box habitats 

Collage 

Bird feeders 

 

Cookery 

DT junk models 

Colour mixing 

Tea party 

Veg printing 

 

DT castles and 

drawbridges 

Painting 

eggs/marbling 

Make and 

decorate clay 

plant pots 

Baking choc 

nests 

Van Gogh’s 

sunflowers 

Pulley systems 

Making a lighthouse 

that’s lights up 

Message in a bottle 

Treasure maps 

Den making 

Make ice cream 

PSED All about me 

Routines & Rules 

Feelings and how to 

deal with them 

Making the right 

choices 

Caring for others 

Respect Charter 

Worries 

Being scared of the 

dark? 

Road safety 

People who love us 

Feelings 

Respect Charter 

New year wishes 

Being kind and 

helpful 

Feelings 

Special powers 

What/who is 

special to us? 

Respect Charter 

Compliments 

Things you enjoy 

and others don’t 

Fighting 

Looking after 

animals and 

plants 

Being scared 

What I’m good at 

What I could do 

better at 

Who takes care 

of us 

Favourite foods 

and dislikes 

How have you 

changed? 

Forgiveness 

Looking after 

others 

Looking after our 

planet 

Being a good friend 

What if I got lost 

Holidays we have 

been on 

Moving on to Year 1 

hopes and worries 

 

PE REAL & Dance REAL & Gym REAL & Dance REAL & Gym REAL & Throwing 

& catching 

REAL & Athletics 

RE Unit 1- Special 

people 

Unit 4 – What is 

prayer? 

Unit 2 – Special 

times 

Unit 6 - Christmas 

 

Unit 7 – Why are 

some places 

special? 

Unit 10 - Easter Unit 3 – Eid ul futr 

Unit 8 – What is 

special about our 

wonderful world? 

Unit 5 – What makes 

a good friend? 

Unit 9 What stories 

are special? 

MUSIC 

CHARANGA 

ME My Stories Everyone Our World Big Bear Funk Reflect, Rewind & 

Replay 

Alt’s Top 10 Vivaldi – Spring Van Gogh’s starry 

night 

Winnie Pooh 

braver quote 

Invention of 

mobile phone 

1973 

Matilda excerpt Sinking of the Titanic 

1912 

 


